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This talk will address two critical concepts of decolonial thought: the ‘other’ and 
‘difference,’ advocating to reclaim them as ‘othering’ and ‘differencing;’ as decolonial 
methods based on situated perspectives that are foundational to feminist thought. The 
presentation will be structured around passages that explore my own situatedness as 
‘other,’ reflect on ‘othering’ practices linked to murder and extraction practices in Colombia, 
and suggest collaborative platforms and feminist practices as resources for decolonising 
architectural pedagogy. The talk asks: What if difference was instrumentalised not in 
processes of ‘othering’ that refer to asymmetrical power, systemic inequality, oppression 
and inequity, but instead in processes of ‘commoning’?
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Catalina Mejía Moreno is Lecturer of Architectural Humanities and Director of 
Humanities at the School of Architecture of the University of Sheffield. Her diverse 
interests are situated at the intersections of architectural history, material, cultural 
and media studies, critical theory, feminist theory and decolonial thought. 
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