
THE MYTH OF THE BOTTOM-UP 
IN PRECARIOUS HOUSING: 

“INFORMAL” SETTLEMENTS ARE OFTEN
DESCRIBED AS A BOTTOM-UP PROCESS
CATERING TO HOUSING PRECARITIES IN
GLOBAL SOUTH CONDITIONS.
IT IS SEEN AS A SITE OF RADICAL
POLITICS AND EVEN A MANIFESTATION
OF THE RIGHT TO THE CITY (PURCELL
2013).
HOWEVER, THIS PRESENTATION, WHICH
IS BASED ON EMPIRICAL FINDINGS
FROM A MULTI-YEAR SOCIO-SPATIAL
ETHNOGRAPHY CONDUCTED IN KARAIL–
THE LARGEST INFORMAL SETTLEMENT
IN DHAKA, PROBLEMATIZES THIS
REDUCTIVE CHARACTERISATION, NOT TO
CONTRADICT SUCH CLAIMS BUT TO
EXPLORE THE COMPLEXITIES WITHIN.
THE FINDINGS FROM KARAIL ALLOW
FOR IDENTIFYING THE
INTERCONNECTIONS BETWEEN

DIFFERENT ACTORS ACROSS DIFFERENT
BINARIES THAT MAKE IT WORK AND THE
DIFFERENT MODES OF SETTLEMENT’S
PRODUCTION ITSELF.
BOTH THE ENTANGLEMENTS AND
PROCESSUALITIES POINT TO THE
INADEQUACY OF USING THE NOTION OF
THE BOTTOM-UP TO EXPLAIN THE
ONGOING STRUGGLES AND POWER
DYNAMICS. BEYOND POWER ITSELF, THE
PRESENTATION RECASTS THE
SETTLEMENT AS A MANIFESTATION OF A
LANDSCAPE OF INTERSECTING DESIRES
IN AN EFFORT TO SPEAK OF
PRECARIOUS HOUSING IN A NEW
VERNACULAR TRANSCENDING THE
STIFLING DICHOTOMY OF TOP-
DOWN/BOTTOM-UP.
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