
LIFE AND STRUGGLE WITH 
MORTGAGE DEBT:

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE
MORTGAGE INDEBTED IN TIMES OF
PRECARITY?
HOW CAN INDIVIDUALIZED
INDEBTEDNESS UNITE RESISTANCE
IN THE STRUGGLE TOWARD
HOUSING JUSTICE?
BASED ON YEARS OF ENGAGED-
ACTIVIST RESEARCH IN THE
BARCELONA METROPOLITAN AREA,
THIS TALK PRESENTS THE NEW
BOOK NON-PERFORMING LOANS,
NON-PERFORMING PEOPLE: LIFE
AND STRUGGLE WITH MORTGAGE
DEBT.
DRAWING FROM THE LIVED
EXPERIENCE OF PEOPLE FACING
FORECLOSURE AND EVICTION,
GARCÍA-LAMARCA WILL ELABORATE
HOW FINANCIAL SPECULATION WITH
LIFE IS DIFFERENTIALLY EMBEDDED
IN THE DYNAMICS OF URBAN
CAPITAL ACCUMULATION AND HOW
INDIVIDUALIZED INDEBTEDNESS IS
PROBLEMATIZED, COLLECTIVIZED,
AND FOUGHT AGAINST, AS WELL AS
THE CHALLENGES FACED IN DOING
SO. THE TALK WILL UNDERLINE A
RACIALISED, GENDERED, AND
DECOLONIAL ANALYSIS OF
MORTGAGED LIVES IN ORDER TO
MORE DEEPLY THEORISE THE
DEEPER ROOTS OF THE FINANCIAL
AND SOCIAL PROCESSES AT STAKE.

Melissa García Lamarca is a Marie Skłodowska-Curie
(MSCA) Postdoctoral Fellow at DIST and member of
the Beyond Inhabitation Lab and the Barcelona Lab
for Urban Environmental Justice and Sustainability.
With a PhD in Geography from the University of
Manchester, Melissa’s work untangles lived
experiences of and struggles against housing
financialisation, as well as the financial and real
estate related dimensions of urban green
inequalities. She was an activist in Barcelona’s
housing justice movement from 2014-2018 and is
currently part of the Radical Housing Journal
editorial collective, an open access online journal
dedicated to share and explore housing struggles
around the world. Melissa has over fifteen years’
experience working as a consultant in a
sustainability workers cooperative, a researcher,
teacher and project coordinator in Canada and
internationally.
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AULA VIGLIANO, DIST, Castello del Valentino
And on ZOOM at: 
https://polito-it.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwtce-
vrD4qHtFVQ0aEbjmwbXJI3pE9yBvs

More info at
www.beyondinhabitation.org
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NEW THEORISATIONS FROM LIVED EXPERIENCES
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