
LAW AND POLITICS, OR THE 
POLITICS OF LAW

AS AN IDEAL OF LIBERAL
DEMOCRACY, RULE OF LAW
PRESENTS ITSELF AS A META-
POLITICAL ZONE OF NEUTRAL
EXPERTISE.
YET THE MORE THE LAW ESCAPES
POLITICS, THE MORE THE POLITICS
ENTERS LAW IN A HOST OF
PROBLEMATIC WAYS. CAN THE LAW
BECOME MORE OPEN ABOUT ITS
OWN POLITICAL PREMISES WITHOUT
LOSING ITS LEGITIMACY?
HOW CAN PROGRESSIVES
EFFECTIVELY ENGAGE WITH THE
LAW WITHOUT COMPROMISING
THEIR POLITICAL AGENDAS?
TO WHICH EXTENT LEGAL FICTIONS
CAN BE A VEHICLE FOR A BETTER
SOCIETY?
BASED ON MY RESEARCH ON HOW
SOCIAL MOVEMENTS USE LAW AND
LEGAL ARGUMENTATION, AS WELL
AS ON LEGAL AND POLITICAL
THEORY, THE TALK WILL EXPLORE
THE DIFFICULT RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN LAW AND POLITICS.

Joanna Kusiak is a Junior Research Fellow at the
Department of Geography and King’s College at the
University of Cambridge. Her article titled ‘Legal
technologies of primitive accumulation: Judicial
robbery and dispossession-by-restitution in Warsaw,’
which analyses how legal engineering can neutralize
political dissent, won the International Journal of
Urban and Regional Research’s 2019 Best
Article Prize. Her current work explores the strategic
potential of exploiting legal technicalities for
emancipatory urban endeavours. She is also an
activist with Berlin’s initiative Deutsche Wohnen &
Co. enteignen.
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Seminar on ZOOM at: 
https://polito-
it.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0tcOqpqDwuHd3D8dRRhYujP-
4nyZEIsYEq

More info at
www.beyondinhabitation.org
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