
“WHY INVEST IN ROMANIA?” 
INVESTMENT STRATEGIES AND STATE 
INTERVENTIONS ADVANCING REAL 
ESTATE DEVELOPMENT IN 
SEMIPHERIPHERIES
MY PRESENTATION DISCUSSES THE
REDURB RESEARCH PROJECT (CLASS
FORMATION AND RE-URBANIZATION THROUGH
REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT IN A SEMI-
PERIPHERAL COUNTRY OF GLOBAL
CAPITALISM) CONDUCTED IN ROMANIA
BETWEEN2020AND2023.WEDETECTED
STATE INTERVENTIONS THAT FORMED THE
CONDITIONSFORREALESTATEDEVELOPMENT
AS A BUSINESS. THESE INCLUDED THE
PRIVATIZATION-INDUCED
DEINDUSTRIALIZATION, THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF EU PROVISIONS TO OPEN UP THE
COUNTRY FOR THE FREE MOVEMENT OF
CAPITAL, AND THE CREATION OF LEGAL
OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVESTMENT FUNDS.
ADDITIONALLY, THE REDURB PROJECT
INQUIRED HOW THE ADVANCEMENT OF REAL
ESTATE DEVELOPMENT IN ROMANIA IS PART
OF THE GLOBAL TREND OF SPATIAL FIXING OR
CAPITAL SWITCHING ACROSS ECONOMIC
SECTORS AND TERRITORIES. IT
DEMONSTRATED THAT (DOMESTIC AND
TRANSNATIONAL) CAPITAL ADAPTED ITS
INVESTMENT STRATEGIES ACCORDING TO THE
PATH DEPENDENCIES OF LOCAL ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT AND INSTITUTIONAL
STRUCTURES. TO ENTER INTO A DIALOG WITH
THE STUDIES ABOUT STRUGGLES AGAINST
CONTEMPORARY AND HISTORICAL FORMS OF
DISPOSSESSION CONDUCTED UNDER
BEYOND INHABITATION LAB, MY TALK WILL
HIGHLIGHT: TO FIND ALTERNATIVES TO
CAPITALISM, ONE NEEDS TO UNCOVER THE
STRUCTURAL PROCESSES BY WHICH CAPITAL
SUBORDINATES URBANIZATION AND
URBANITESTOITSACCUMULATIONINTERESTS.

Enikő Vincze is a professor at Babes-Bolyai University
of Cluj-Napoca, Romania. During the 1990s, she
conducted research on nationalism, identity politics,
and feminism. Since 2004, she has coordinated
investigations and published studies on the
marginalization of ethnic Roma in healthcare, school
education, labor market, and housing, including the
examination of intersectional discrimination of
Romani women and their political potential. Starting
in 2010, she has been involved in housing justice
activism, being part of the local Căși sociale
ACUM!/Social Housing NOW! movement and the
national platform Bloc for Housing. In the past five
years, Enikő focused on how capitalism and
neoliberal governance create but are also dependent
on unjust spatial, housing, and urban development,
producing unevenness across geographies and
social classes that cannot be solved within the limits
of capitalist political economy.
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The seminar will be online, register at:
https://polito-it.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pc-
yvrTMrGNx3ocrgPCMAQcWpmzeL6Z9B

More info at
www.beyondinhabitation.org
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