
“GIVING UP THE IDEA OF HOME”: 
AMBIVALENT GEOGRAPHIES, 
GEOPOETICS AND RESISTING CAPTURE 
IN THE CITIES OF THE MIDDLE EAST
LOOKING TOWARDS THE EGYPTIAN
POET IMAN MERSAL, I GRAPPLE
WITH AFFECTIVE AMBIVALENCE
TOWARDS COMMON OBJECTS OF
DESIRE, SUCH AS AN ANCHORAGE
OF ONE’S PLACE IN THE WORLD, AN
IDEA OF HOME. WHAT DOES IT
MEAN TO ‘TRAIN’ OURSELVES INTO
THE IDEA THAT WE ARE NEVER
REALLY AT HOME? IN WHAT FORMS
MIGHT THESE TRAININGS TO COME
TO TERMS WITH OUR PRECARIOUS
RELATION TO THE WORLD
MANIFEST? BY WAY OF AN
ANSWER, I SUGGEST
SUPPLEMENTING THE URBAN
GEOPOLITICS OF HOME, ONE THAT
IS BEHOLDEN TO THE EVENT OF
VIOLENCE, WITH AN URBAN
GEOPOETICS OF HOME, ONE THAT
MIGHT BE MORE OPEN TO
AFFECTUAL AMBIVALENCE. AN
URBAN GEOPOETICS OF HOME
OPENS UP TOWARDS MODES OF
KNOWING, FEELING AND
STORYTELLING HOME, AND CITY
OTHERWISE; ONE THAT CRITICALLY
WITNESSES THEIR MATERIAL
PRECARITY WITHOUT BEING
BEHOLDEN TO THE EVENT OF
VIOLENCE INFLICTED ON IT.

Aya Nassar Aya Nassar is a British Academy post-
doctoral fellow in the University of Warwick
where she conducts the research project "When the
city stands still: Curfews and Urban Life in the Middle
East". Aya is an interdisciplinary scholar in between
politics and IR, Urban and Political Geography and
Middle East studies: interested in questions of
memory, archiving, poetics of space, infrastructure
and affective and material aspects of cities, mostly
in Cairo, Egypt. She is currently one of the editorial
team of Arab Urbanism, a bi-lingual open access
platform that publishes on urban questions in the
Arab World. Her recent publications look at thinking
about cities during curfews (EPD), experimenting
with narrating homes through objects (City: Scenes
Sounds and Action), and thinking about space and
memory in Egypt (Égypte/Monde Arabe).
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28/03
5 pm (CET)
The seminar will be online,
register at:
https://polito-it.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMtf-
iorT4tGNz_MyXIlZpi9Kh8EqP041Ud

More info at
www.beyondinhabitation.org
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