
MADE IN ITALY: CONTEMPORARY 
ARCHAEOLOGIES OF 
AGRIBUSINESS’ ENCAMPMENT 
ARCHIPELAGO
THE SEMINAR WILL SKETCH OUT THE MAIN
OUTLINE OF MY MANUSCRIPT PROJECT:
STARTING FROM THE FARMWORKERS’
ENCAMPMENTS THAT TODAY DOT ITALY’S
AGRIBUSINESS ENCLAVES, BY MEANS OF
MATERIAL AND/AS ARCHIVAL CLUES I
TRACE THEIR GENEALOGIES THROUGHOUT
THE (CONTEMPORARY) HISTORY OF
AGROCAPITALISM. SINCE THE LATE 18TH
CENTURY, IN SEVERAL REGIONS OF
SOUTHERN ITALY THE ONGOING PRIMITIVE
ACCUMULATION THAT WAS OFFSET BY THE
TRANSITION FROM FEUDAL TO CAPITALIST
FARMING HAS BEEN ACCOMPANIED BY
PROCESSES OF EXPULSION AND
CONTAINMENT THAT RECUR IN OFTEN
UNCANNY WAYS. THEIR SPATIAL
DIMENSION IS PARTICULARLY STRIKING,
AND THE FOCUS OF MY WORK. IF FARM
WORKERS’ “SLUMS” IN ALL THEIR
VARIATIONS HAVE BEEN THE OBJECT OF
PUBLIC CONCERN, PLANNING AND
INTERVENTION ACROSS THE
CONTEMPORARY ERA, PUTATIVE SPATIAL
SOLUTIONS AGAINST THEIR BIOPOLITICAL
DANGERS HAVE DISPLAYED FEATURES THAT
STRADDLE CARCERAL, SETTLER-COLONIAL
AND CAMP DIMENSIONS. BY MEANS OF
CASE STUDIES FROM TWO SUCH
ENCLAVES, THE APULIAN TAVOLIERE AND
THE PLAIN OF GIOIA TAURO, I ENGAGE IN A
DETAILED RECONSTRUCTION OF SUCH
FRAGMENTED AND OFTEN OCCLUDED
HISTORIES OF CONTAINMENT AND
RESISTANCE.

Irene Peano (PhD, Social Anthropology, University of
Cambridge) is a Research Fellow at the Institute of
Social Sciences, University of Lisbon, and a member
of the Beyond Inhabitation Lab’s steering committee.
Her work focuses on labour and migration (with
particular reference to sexual and agricultural work)
across Italy, Nigeria and Eastern Europe through
methods which place long-term management and
solidarity at the centre of her research. Currently,
she is working on a manuscript which investigates
the material, spatial, symbolic and affective
stratifications of mobility and labour control, and of
forms of resistance against them, by reference to the
development of Italian agro-capitalism in two of
Italy’s agroindustrial enclaves, the Apulian Tavoliere
and the Plain of Gioia Tauro.
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The seminar will be online, register at:
https://polito-it.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pf-
itqjkjHNJma_UTesE0obNQclW6AB-v

More info at
www.beyondinhabitation.org
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