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The 2014 Sunflower Movement, a 24-
day student-led occupation

of Taiwan's Legislative Yuan and its
surrounding ared, was the largest
social movement in Taiwan's history.
A protest against the near-passage of
a trade deal with Chinag, the
movement transformed Taiwan's
political culture and redirected its
geopolitical trajectory. This
eyewitness account will clarify its
causes, give a tour of the occupation
sites and their social and spatial
structure, and trace its lasting
impacts.

lan Rowen is Associate Professor in the
Department of Taiwan Culture, Languages and
Literature at National Taiwan Normal University.
He is the author of One China, Many Taiwans:
The Geopolitics of Cross-Strait Tourism (Cornell
University Press, 2022), and the editor

of Transitions in Taiwan: Stories of the White
Terror (Cambria Press, 2021).

Previously an assistant professor of Geography
and Sociology at Nanyang Technological
University, Singapore, he earned his PhD in
Geography from the University of Colorado at
Boulder.

In 2001, the Principle of horizontal
subsidiarity was enshrined in the
Italian Constitution. In 2014, the first
“Regulation to take care of common
goods” was adopted at the local
level to make the “pacts of
collaboration” among public
subjects, associations, informal
groups and individuals possible .
Today thousands pacts of
collaboration are active in
hundreds cities. Can we talk about
a new “right to take care of
common goods”? Can the Italian
way of “sharing the administration”
also inspire others contexts?

Daniela Ciaffi is Associate professor in Urban
Sociology at the Turin Polytechnic in Italy. She
is vice president of Labsus, the laboratory for
Subsidiarity.

Her most important books are History, paths
and policies of subsidiarity edited with F.
Giordano (Il Mulino, 2020), Community action
and planning edited with N. Gallent (Policy
Press, 2014) and Participative planning.
Models and experiences written with A. Mela
(Carocci, 2011).
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